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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) K Claim(s) 1-37 is/are pending in the application. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 
The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 10/132,493 filed on 25 April 2002. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Re specification, page 1, line 10: Substitute "U.S. Application Serial No. 10/132,493, filed 
April 25, 2002" with - U.S. Application Serial No. 10/132,493, filed April 25, 2002, which is now 
abandoned — . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1-2, 4, 6-7, 9, 11-12, 14, 16-19, 22-23, 26-27, 30-31 and 34-35 are objected to because 
of the following informalities: 

Re claim 1, line 16: Substitute "the information resource" with - the extemal information 
resource ~. 

Re claim 1, line 17: Substitute "output unit output" with output unit outputs 
Re claim 1, line 18: Substitute "the time of operation" with - a time of operation 
Re claim 2, line 4: Substitute "the form" with ~ a form ~. 
Re claim 4, line 4: Substitute "the form" with - a form ~. 
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Re claim 6, line 19: Substitute "the information resource" with ~ the external information 
resource — . 

Re claim 6, Une 19: Substitute "output unit output" with ~ output unit outputs ~. 
Re claim 6, line 21: Substitute "the time of the operation" with - a time of operation 
Re claim 7, line 4: Substitute "the form" with ~ a form ~. 
Re claim 9, line 4: Substitute "the form" with ~ a form -. 

Re claim 11, line 16: Substitute "the information resource" with - the extemal information 
resource — . 

Re claim 1 1, line 17: Substitute "output unit output" with ~ output xmit outputs ~. 

Re claim 1 1, lines 18-19: Substitute "the time of the operation" with - a time of operation 

Re claim 12, line 4: Substitute "the form" with ~ a form 

Re claim 14, line 4: Substitute "the form" with ~ a form 

Re claim 16, line 16: Substitute "output unit output" with ~ output unit outputs ~. 
Re claim 16, line 17: Substitute "the time of the operation" with - a time of operation ~. 
Re claim 17, line 20: Substitute "output unit output" with - output unit outputs 
Re claim 17, line 21: Substitute "the time of the operation" with ~ a time of operation ~. 
Re claim 18, lines 14-15: Substitute "the information resource" with - the extemal information 
resource ~. 

Re claim 18, line 15: Substitute "output unit output" with output unit outputs ~. 
Re claim 18, line 16: Substitute "the time of operation" with - a time of operation 
Re claim 19, line 4: Substitute "the form" with ~ a form 

Re claim 22, lines 16-17: Substitute "the information resource" with - the extemal information 
resource — . 
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Re claim 22, line 17: Substitute "output unit output" with - output unit outputs 

Re claim 22, line 18: Substitute "the time of the operation" with - a time of operation 

Re claim 23, line 4: Substitute "the form" with ~ a form 

Re claim 26, line 14: Substitute "the information resource" with the external information 
resource — . 

Re claim 26, line 15: Substitute "output unit output" with - output unit outputs ~. 
Re claim 26, line 16: Substitute "the time of operation" with ~ a time of operation ~. 
Re claim 27, line 4: Substitute "the form" with - a form 

Re claim 30, lines 13-14: Substitute "output unit output" with ~ output unit outputs ~. 
Re claim 30, lines 14-15: Substitute "the time of operation" with ~ a time of operation ~. 
Re claim 31, line 4: Substitute "the form" with ~ a form 

Re claim 34, line 16: Substitute "the information resource" with - the external information 
resource ~. 

Re claim 34, hne 17: Substitute "output unit output" with - output unit outputs ~. 
Re claim 34, line 18: Substitute "the time of the operation" with - a time of operation 
Re claim 35, line 4: Substitute "the form" with - a form ~. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled 
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the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not 
apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an intemational 
application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
5. Claims 1-4, 6-9, 11-14, 17-29 and 34-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Philyaw (US 6,708,208). 

Re claims 1-4, 6-9, 11-14, 17-29 and 34-37: Philyaw discloses a printed matter 1602 (fig. 16) 
comprising: a first set of information 1604 containing at least one of characters, signs, graphics, 
painted pictures, photographic pictures and computer readable; and graphic printed in a form of 
visually; second set of information 1606 obtained by coding data and printed in a form of a coded 
image (fig. 16) optically readable to a reading device 1600, wherein: the coded image 1606 fiirther 
includes: output control information for making an output unit of an access device (e.g., PC 302) 
output information for necessary inputting of instructions for causing the access device 302 to perform 
a sequence of operations accessing an external information resource (e.g., e-commerce site 1618, 
distributor site 1616, advertiser site 312, etc.), obtaining a third set of information (e.g., a new soft 
drink; or a competing item product Y) different from said first and second sets of information from the 
external information resource (col. 17, lines 23-45) and making the output unit (e.g., display 1612) 
outputs the obtained third set of information in a perceivable form at the time operation of the reading 
device 1600 optically reading out the coded image 1606 (col. 16, lines 16+), restoring/converting the 
second set and making the output unit information from the read out coded image access device 302 
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adapted to access the external information resource by way of a telecommunication network 306 to 
output the restored second set of information in a perceivable form (e.g., a soda; or the request 
information of product X) (col. 16, line 42 through col. 17, line 45); wherein, when the output unit 
comprises an image display unit 1612, the information for inputting instructions necessary for the 
operations is provided in a form of an image (col. 15, lines 57-59) through which instructions 
necessary for causing the access device 302 to perform the sequence of operations are input; wherein 
the information for inputting instructions necessary for the operation provided in the form of the image 
comprises a link icon (e.g., the barcode image 1606 is a link) (col. 16, lines 23+); wherein, when the 
output unit comprises a sound output unit, the information for inputting instructions necessary for the 
operations is provided in a form of sound with which instructions necessary for causing the access 
device 302 to perform the sequence of operations are input (figs. 1-3; col. 5, line 4 through col. 7, line 
20); wherein the third set of information corresponds to the second set of information (e.g., a new soft 
drink corresponds to a isoda; a competing product Y corresponds to a product X, etc.) (col. 17, lines 37- 
45); wherein the first' set of information is basic information and the second set of information is 
detailed information relating to the basic information (e.g., the first set of information is product X; the 
second set of information is the requested/detailed information of the product X) (col. 17, lines 40+); a 
micro-controller 1700, which is a control unit for outputting the restored second set of information in a 
form perceivable from the output unit and also the information for inputting instructions necessary for 
the above operations on the basis of the restored output control information from the output unit (col, 
18, lines 9-55). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

7. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the 
contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and 
invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), 
(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

8. Claims 5, 10, 15-16 and 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Philyaw in view of Akamine (US 6,629,635). The teachings of Philyaw have been discussed above. 

Re claims 5, 10, 15-16 and 30-33: Philyaw have been discussed above but fail to teach or fairly 
suggest a memory unit for storing the third set of information corresponding to the information for 
inputting instructions necessary for the operations; the third set of information is updating information 
relating to the basic information; respectively. 

Akamine teaches a second set of information, which is decoded from a dot code 1 1, is stored in 
an intemal memory and is displayed on the display 201; a third set of information downloaded from a 
corresponding website and is displayed on the display 201; the third set of information is the 
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latest/updated information (figs. 15-17 and 20; col. 11, line 36 through col. 12, line 53 and col. 13, line 
45 throiigh col 14, line 40). 

It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the teachings of Akamine into the system as taught by Philyaw in order to 
provide Philyaw with the most recently updated information of any requested product or services so 
that the operator will not be given an outdated information. Furthermore, the manufactures of the 
product and/or services only have to update the latest information on one database wherein muhiple 
vendors could access the newest information. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant*s 
disclosure. 

The patents to Coffey et al (US 4,954,699); Hanson (US 5,218,188); Morimoto (US 
5,340,966); Kato et al (US 5,984,174); Nozaki et al (US 6,421, 470); Perkowski (US 5,950,173); 
Wellner (US 5,640,193); Wilz, Sr. et al (US 5,992,752); Knowles et al (US 6,321,992); Walsh et al 
(US 6,144,848) are cited as of interest and illustrate to a similar structure of a printed matter, 
information acquiring method, information acquiring system, information resource and computer- 
oriented program. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi:om the examiner 
should be directed to Uyen-Chau N. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-2397. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon, Wed. and Fri. 5:30AM-6:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
MICHAEL G LEE can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubhshed applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



October 6, 2004 



